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to make long marches in search of water. I tried at several
Tibetan camps to get a man to accompany us, but the
people asked more for their services th.an I was willing to
give, so we pushed on across the Ulan muren1 to the north-
west corner of the lake, to a place known as Dre ch'u, from
the little stream which flows by it. Here was a small
Tibetan encampment, and as soon as we had pitched our
tents I sent a man to ask some of the people living in it
to come talk with me, and by the same occasion to buy
some butter and sour milk. After awhile two old men

came, and I asked them if they
would guide me to Dulan-kuo,
some three days thence. By a
long talk and an exhibition of the
goods I was to pay them with, we
finally struck a bargain; I was to
give them four pairs of boots and
an ounce of silver. I had been
advised before leaving Tankar to
take with me a supply of boots
such as are made there for Mon-
gols and Tibetans, and had bought
thirty pairs for Tls. 10. They proved of the greatest
convenience, and secured for me the service of men
who perhaps would not have consented to leave their
homes if I had offered to pay them in silver or any other
commodity. In the Koko-nor and Ts'aidara boots are a
regular unit of value; sheep, hides, barley, furs, etc., are
valued at so many pairs of boots, and when these are not
in demand, tea*, k'atag, pulo, or cotton takes their place.2

TRADE LEATHER BOOT, AND
MONGOL GAKTER.

1 The Ulan muren gol, Prjevalsky's
Ulan Koshung, was the largest river
I saw flowing into the lake. Its bed
was about two miles wide, and covered

with boulders of red and purple sand-
stone and coarse gravel.
2 In the Ts'aidam a pair of boots
(worth about  35 cents at Tankar)